
CALIFORNIA BILL AB 1972, APPROVED BY GOVERNOR SEPTEMBER 27, 2008
The bill would prohibit the sale of a plastic bag that is labeled as "biodegradable," "degradable," "decomposable," or as otherwise
specified. This bill would also prohibit the sale of a plastic bag that is labeled as "compostable" or "marine degradable," unless
that bag meets the ASTM Standard Specification for Compostable Plastics D6400, the ASTM Standard Specification for
Non-Floating Biodegradable Plastics in the Marine Environment D7081, or a standard adopted by the California Integrated Waste
Management Board, as specified. 1

CALIFORNIA BILL AB2071, APPROVED BY GOVERNOR SEPTEMBER 29, 2008
42359.8. (a) A city, a county, or the state may impose civil liability in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500) for the first
violation of this chapter, one thousand dollars ($1,000) for the second violation, and two thousand dollars ($2,000) for the third
and any subsequent violation. 2



Anyone making a claim of degradability would be wise to read the relevant sections of the guide. Canada’s Competition
Bureau does have power to prosecute. Last year in Britain, there were a record number of complaints to Britain’s
Advertising Standards Authority and in Australia, the Federal Court has had a successful prosecution based on 14021.

How can proof be provided that products meet the degradability claims attributed to them?
The answer is certification by a recognized third party that the product meets a recognized standard. (for example ASTM D6400)
for compostable plastics. A certification standards/process on recyclability for plastic shopping bags is under development in
Quebec with the BNQ (Bureau de normalization du Québec). 3

Resources:
1 Bill AB 1972 – Session 2007- 2008: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html
2Bill AB 2071 – Session 2007- 2008: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html
3EPIC Alert On Degradable Plastics: http://www.cpia.ca/epic


